
ISSUE NO. 359

PORT HURON ELKS LODGE 343

EXPOSITOR
139 Years of Elkdom

PHONE: (810) 982-8531 • FAX: (810) 982-8743 • PRO SHOP: (810) 984-1204
FEBRUARY 2026                                 

   
   

   
   

   
P

O
R

T 
HURON ELKS LODG

E 343

3292 BEACH ROAD

 MONTHLY PUBLICATION                                       

Blanket Making
every Tuesday 1 -3 pm

Join Us for a fun night 
of Dancing!
• Pizza Bar • Candy
• Prizes • Cash Raffles

Doll Raffles

 Diamond Art
every

Wednesday
3-5 pm & 6-8 pm

Club 343
is the Place to Be!

Saturday, Feb. 14th, 5 pm
Lodge Social Quarters

Time to celebrate Football & Love.
The Theme is to wear something with your 

favorite football team or something to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day.

As winter settles in, Club 343 offers a 
warm and inviting atmosphere that’s 

perfect for an evening out. Whether you 
have a ticket or not, everyone is welcome to 

come to this membership opportunity.
COME MEET OUR NEW CHEF

“Wendy Otwell”
Club 343 is delighted to introduce all 343 
membrs to the person in charge of all the 

delicious food we have at the Lodge.

To ensure you have a spot at this popular event, we 
encourage you to make a reservation. Call or text 
Penny at 810-357-6825 or Kim at 810-434-7886

Pool Tournament
& Super Bowl Party

Volunteers Wanted 
for Club 343!

We are looking for enthisiastic 
individuals to 

TAKE OVER and CHAIR Club 343!
Help continue this long-standing tradition 
while supporting other Lodge Committees 

with financial support, as well as our 
veterans and children’s events.

Club 343 runs once a month from October 
to May, and we’re hoping to begin training 
as early as possible to ensure a smooth 
transition before our final event in May.

If you’re interested in getting involved, 
please call 

Gary (810) 357-6825 
or Penny (810) 357-8322

 Sunday, February 8 
 Lodge Social Quarters 

 
8-Ball Pool Tournament 

• Limited to 24 players 
starts promptly at noon 

• Double elimination - $10 entry 
• Cash prizes for top 3 

• Sign up near the Social Quarters Bar 
 

Horse Races with “Big Wheel”  2:00 pm 
Proceeds to PER Association charities 

 
Please bring a dish to share

Saturday, February 21st
6 - 8 pm
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Exalted Ruler Message

Speedy 
Recovery

PER Marv Ohrling
John Stewart
Karl Livingston
Tom Erd
PER Greg Shannon 

We wish a speedy recovery for our members who 
have been either home ill or hospitalized.

Our prayers to the families who have lost a loved one...
Terry Mallory ~ Loss of Granddaughter

DDGER Scott C. & Karen Harris ~ Loss of Brother-in-law
Tom & Kathy Green ~ Loss of Brother
Mark & Vicki Green ~ Loss of Brother

Linda Kempf ~ Loss of Spouse
PER Marcus & Carolyn Middleton ~ Loss of Son

Greg Farley
Theresa Conroy
PER Mark Howard
PER Joe Barbe
PER Gail Marquis

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
  And just like that we are at the month 
of February, so Happy Valentines Day. 
May your Valentine be very sweet to 
you the entire month. Hope you all 
survived the holidays. Spring is getting 
closer, the days are getting longer and 
golf is around the corner. As we closed 
the chapter on 2025, it gives us time 
to stop and reflect on what we accom-
plished together with lots of service, 
fellowship, and a commitment to our 

cardinal principles – Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and 
Fidelity.
   Now that the holidays are over, the pace of the Lodge will 
begin to accelerate. Lots of opportunities to visit the Lodge 
with the activities which are scheduled. Please remember in 
the cold winter months the Lodge needs your support just as 
you support it in the summer. The fire is warm inside and 
outside the Lodge, so come on down and enjoy.
   The 2025-26 fiscal year is winding down and we will be-
gin preparing for the 2026-27 fiscal year. This means budget 
setting, nomination and election of officers (see page 6) and 
getting ready for the golf season. Brandon is hard at work 
planning a great year for us.
   As mentioned before, the new year will bring the Lodge 
some challenges and opportunities in the months and years 
ahead as work through the budgeting process for the upcom-
ing 2026-27 Elks fiscal year. Again, if anyone would like to sit 
down and review our 2025-26 fiscal year, get with Joe Miller 
or myself and we would be happy to review with you.
   In closing, be kind and love one another and may we con-
tinue our drive to support our cardinal principles of Charity, 
Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity. REMEMBER YES-
TERDAY, ENJOY TODAY AND PLAN FOR TOMOR-
ROW.
Fraternally Yours,
John C. Cuthbertson, Exalted Ruler

Gary Osburn 
Brian Duman 
Joe Miller

   The Port Huron Elks Lodge 343 held our 81st blood drive, 
on Monday, December 15th as we continue to help us close 
the gap on blood shortages! (27) donors arrived, (2) were de-
ferred while providing (25) units of blood towards the ”Gift of 
Life” program. Working together, the Port Huron Elks Lodge 
343, and the American Red Cross have now collected over 
2,784 units (pints) = over 348 gallons of blood since our 1st 
drive on January 7, 2013. We are well on our way to reaching 
our next goal of 3,000 pints (375 gallons). Our 82nd drive is 
scheduled for Monday, January 26th (4th Monday). Please 
consider registering today at https://www.redcross.org.

81st Blood Drive completed Dec. 15th

• Robert “Bob” Kempf #7962
Initiated: May 24, 1979

April 20, 1951- January 2, 2026

In Remembrance of 
our Departed Members

   On December 21, 2025, our Elks Children’s Christmas 
Party was held and provided a joyful afternoon for our fam-
ilies and children in attendance. The event was filled with 
holiday cheer, laughter, and the true spirit of Christmas. 
   Each year, we continue to look for ways to enhance 
this special tradition and create meaningful memories 
for our children, and we look forward to building on this 
year’s experience as we plan for Kids Christmas 2026. 
   Sincere thanks and appreciation go to those whose time, 
effort, and generosity made the day possible: Chef Jason; 
our Heavenly Brother DJ Westrick; Kristen Morgan and 
her family; Leslie Benenaski and her mom; Kim Collins; 
Laura Nesbitt; Tim Frikken; and Santa himself—Dave 
Crimmins. Your dedication and support helped bring 
smiles to our children and made the celebration truly 
special.

Elks Children’s Christmas Party

   February is a month of love—and for the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, it’s also a time of celebra-
tion. On February 16, we mark 158 years of service, gen-
erosity, and dedication to our communities.
   Let’s celebrate love, legacy, and growth by choosing to be 
the difference. Whether through a kind act, welcoming a 
new Member, or joining a Lodge event, every effort keeps 
Elkdom thriving. Here’s to 158 years of service, love, and 
the enduring spirit of Elkdom!
   Elks Care - Elks Share!

Every Member makes a difference
   Thank you to everyone who 
joined us for the Breakfast 
with Santa event. We loved 
seeing so many families come 
out to celebrate the season 
with us. A huge thank you to 
our incredible volunteers and 
generous sponsors—your hard 
work and support made this 
event truly special.
   And to all our guests, thank 

you for bringing the holiday spirit and helping make the 
day unforgettable. We can’t wait to do it all again next year!

 Amazing Breakfast with Santa!

• Gregory O. Farley #7849
Initiated: June 22, 1979

January 29, 1949 - January 13, 2026
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   Club 343 donated 
$500 and Lodge 343 
Veterans Fund with 
Craft Show donated 
an additional $500 
for a total of $1000 
to the organization  
“Wreaths Across 
America” at Wood-
land Cemetery in Port 
Huron Township. Ac-
cepting the check is 
Veronica Caplinger 
and Mike Hernandez.

Lodge 343 groups shows Elks Care - Elks Share

Holiday cheer, big crowd, bigger 
hearts at Club 343
   Club 343 enjoyed an excellent Christmas turnout on De-
cember 13, 2025, with over 120 members and guests filling 
the Lodge for a festive night that included Club 343 and the 
PER’s popular Tom and Jerry Party.
   A huge thank-you to our PERs, who raised over $1,000 for 
food for the needy in support of Baskets for the Needy. Club 
343 was also proud to donate $375 to the cause that evening.
   Special thanks go to Marie Gorski for selling her handcraft-
ed jewelry and generously donating the proceeds. We also 
extend a big shout-out to Steve and Becky Branch for donat-
ing two wonderful door prizes: a beautiful outdoor Christmas 
gnome and a men’s Christmas stocking filled with goodies.
   Ticket winners included Melissa Morabito, Becky Smith, 
Mark Howard, Drew Kroetsch and Judy Leffler.
Share the Wealth winners were Donna Minnick, Arrigo 
Zeller, Anna Conley, Scott Perkins, and Jon Carson.
Square winners were Bob Fritch and Donna Minnick.
   Door prize winners were Judy Hills (Christmas gnome) and 
Jim Currier (men’s stocking).
   “A great crowd, a great cause, and a great way to celebrate 
the season together.”
   Thank you to everyone who came out to support Club 343 
and share in the holiday spirit. Have a happy and healthy 
New Year—we’ll see you February 14th.
   “Club 343 is the place to be”.

   We would like to 
extend our sincere 
thanks to the follow-
ing members of Port 
Huron Elks Lodge 343 
for generously volun-
teering their time and 
professional expertise 
to completely repaint 
our upper-level Ban-
quet Facility and the 
Runyon Room: Jim 
Vani, Bob Roth, Bill 
Glenn, Andy Roy, 
Jimmy Dunn, and Jeff 
Hedberg.   
   We also wish to thank 
member Mark S. Van-
denbossche and Port Huron Paint for donating a portion 
of the paint costs for the Runyon Room. The paint used 
for the Banquet Facility was also purchased through Port 
Huron Paint, and we truly appreciate their continued 
support. Excellent work by everyone.

Volunteer & Supporter Appreciation

Nominations of Officers
   Attention all Elk members in good standing. This mes-
sage is to notify you of our upcoming elections for the 
2026-27 Lodge year. If you would like to become an Of-
ficer, please read the following section from our Local 
Lodge By-laws (see below). You can contact our Exalted 
Ruler John Cuthbertson or our Lodge Secretary Gregory 
C. Hudy, PDDGER to volunteer yourself for an open posi-
tion. Nominations will be closed after Monday, February 
9th meeting. Voting will take place on Monday, February 
23rd during the regular Lodge business meeting under 
Good of the Order.
   ARTICLE VII - NOMINATION, ELECTION, AND IN-
STALLATION OF OFFICERS. Section 1. Nominations for 
offices to be filled at the annual election in Lodges shall be 
made in the order in which they appear in Section 2 of 
Article VII of the Constitution of the Order at any regular 
meeting of the Lodge on or after the 1st day of January if 
meetings are held monthly, or otherwise after the 1st day 
of February and prior to the date of the annual election. If 
no nomination for a particular office shall have been made 
prior to the date of such election, or if all candidates previ-
ously nominated for a particular office shall have declined 
or withdrawn, nominations for that office may be made on 
the date of election. If a Member has been nominated for 
more than one office, they must declare that they accept 
one nomination and withdraw from the other nomination 
before the close of the last regular meeting of the Lodge 
prior to the regular meeting at which the election is to 
be held, and if they do not do so, they must accept only 
the first nomination. No Member, unless nominated in ac-
cordance with this Section, shall be eligible to election at 
any such annual election. Only a Member in good stand-
ing shall be eligible for nomination to office in the Lodge 
of which they are a Member.

 The Expositor is read monthly by our mem-
bers, making it an effective and affordable way 
to gain visibility within our Elks community. 
   If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Jan Wyllie, Expositor Editor, at 810-987-
3314. Space is limited, so don’t miss this opportunity!

Advertising Opportunities 
Available in the Elks Expositor 
   Attention Members! Advertising space has recent-
ly opened up in our monthly Elks Expositor news-
letter, and this is a great opportunity to promote 
your business or service while supporting our Lodge. 
 We currently offer three different ad sizes, all priced on 
an annual basis: 
  	 Small Ad – $125 per year 
	 Business Card Size Ad – $250 per year 
	 Large Ad – $375 per year 
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VETERAN’S CORNER 56

   The Port 
Huron Lodge 
343 Past Ex-
alted Rulers 
Associat ion 
(PER’s) continued the annual tradi-
tion of delivering “Baskets for the 
Needy” during this holiday season. 
This year with the support and dona-
tions of our membership and commu-
nity the PER’s were able to provide 
over (60) baskets this year with a few 
extra Turkeys & Hams to provide for 
those in need. Thank you to so many 
members who went above and beyond 
with donations to make this year’s 
program a huge success.
   A special thank you to Exalted 
Ruler John Cuthbertson, his son-in-
law Guillermo Barillas, PER Dani-
elle Leffler, John & Carrie Woolman, 
Mike & Heather Adamkiewicz, Kevin 
Sturtz, Tim & Lori Meikle, Vinckier 
Foods along with Lodge 343 PER’s 
Scott Perkins, Scott R. Harris, Bob 
Fritch, Steve Peters, State President 
Mike & Justina Bartolotta, and Gary 
& Laura Nesbitt.

PER Needy Baskets

  The Annual Jeff Hills Special Needs 
Christmas Party was held December 
14th. It was a bitter cold day but the 
temperature was really hot at the Elks 
with laughing, eating pizza, drinking 
soda, dancing, plus the best part visit-
ing with Santa Claus.  D.J. Don played 
all their favorite Christmas carols. Ev-
eryone had a great time.
   We would like to thank all of the differ-
ent committees who helped us with do-
nations to make this party come togeth-
er: The Craft Show in November, Club 
343, Penny & Gary Osburn, and Scott 
Perkins who shared his 50/50 drawing.  
We could not do it without them. I also 
cannot forget to mention our volun-
teers Bob and Sandy Hamilton, Christy 
Tremp, Marissa Stager, Jean Chapde-
laine and Valerie Hudgens.
Bless you all,

Butch and Judy Hills 

Annual Special 
Needs Christmas 
Party enjoyed by all

   To our Port Huron Elks Lodge 343 Veter-
ans and newly initiated Veterans, your time 
served is very interesting to us, please consider 
sharing your Military Service story to Scott R. 
Harris DDGER, ENVSC VAVS Rep at scot-
tharris55@comcast.net for a future Veterans 
Corner publication.
   Recent Events: Lodge 343 and ENVSC 
hosted our 3rd annual Free Hot Dog Roast on 
Wednesday, November 12th at the Yale VA. 
On Wednesday, December 10th we also hosted 
our bi-monthly free “Coffee & Donut Day” in 
the Veterans Wellness room. Our next “Cof-
fee & Donut” day will take place on Thursday, 
February 12th. These events are sponsored by 
Port Huron Elks Lodge 343, the Michigan Elks 
Association, ENVSC, and the McLaren-Port 
Huron Yale VA. This is our way to say thank 

George Bowman, USMC 
accepting the Marathon Gas 
Gift card from Scott R. Harris, 
DDGER ENVSC VAVS Rep

you, to our Veterans, active Military and first 
responders for their service. Please feel free to 
stop in, even without a scheduled appointment, 
we would enjoy your company.
   An early reminder: Our 4th Annual Veterans 

Appreciation Day & free Luncheon to be held at Port Huron Elks Lodge 343 
for Veterans & Spouses is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20, 2026, from 10:00 
am to 2:30 pm. This event is hosted by the Port Huron Elks Lodge 343 Veter-
ans Committee and the Elks National Veterans Service Commission.
   On another note: The MiElks and Lodge 343 continue with our monthly 
(2) $25.00 free gas gift card “give-a-way” program as we completed our 3rd 
year. For the month of December, Veterans George Bowman, USMC & Thom-
as Manfrin USAF, names were the two lucky local Veterans drawn for our 
monthly Marathon Gas Gift card drawing, congratulations! The Yale Veter-
ans Clinic of McLaren/Port Huron Yale Community Health Center is located 
at 7470 Brockway Road, Yale, MI. 48097. 

   The new year has arrived and with it comes an ex-
citing milestone: the lottery is officially open for the 
100th Anniversary Celebration of the Elks National 
Memorial.
   The building has stood for a century as a remark-
able tribute to the service and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans and the enduring spirit of Elkdom. In 2026, 
as part of the Elks National Convention in Chicago, we 
will honor this landmark with a special anniversary 
ceremony on Saturday, July 4.

Enter the Lottery Today
   Elks wishing to attend the anniversary ceremony may now enter the online-
only ticket lottery, available January 1 through March 15, 2026. Please re-
member:
• One entry per Elk.
• Phone entries cannot be accepted.
• Lottery winners will receive two ceremony tickets and bus transportation 
to the event.
• The ceremony will feature a one-hour outdoor program and guided tours of 
the Memorial Building.
   This once-in-a-lifetime celebration is expected to draw interest from across 
the country—don’t delay your entry. Full details and the lottery link are avail-
able at: elks.org/memorial/Anniversary.cfm.

Commemorative Merchandise Still Available
   As we move deeper into this anniversary year, Members can continue to 
show their Elks pride with official 100th Anniversary Memorial merchandise. 
Shirts, hats, pins, and additional items may be purchased at: dturin.com/elks-
usa/100th-anniversary-national-memorial-merchandise.
   Let us begin 2026 with gratitude for our history, pride in our traditions, and 
excitement for the memorable celebration ahead.

Grand Lodge Public Relations

Anniversary lottery opened in January

Elks National Memorial
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR EXPOSITOR SPONSORS

TorresTorresTax &
Accounting
Services, LLC
It’s all about the follow through!It’s all about the follow through!
810-650-9347   •  torrestax.com

www.sheridanagency.com
810-359-7000

“Since 1925”

David Simpson
Lead Agent
Licensed Builder
Investor
TV Host: American Dream Network

810-650-4920
dsimpson20@comcast.net
davesimpsonrealty.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Carpet  •  Hardwood  •  LVT  •  Vinyl  •  Ceramic

810-982-3343
5139 Lapeer Rd.
Kimball, MI 48074   FLOORINGEDGE.COM

BRITTANY EDGERTON
vice president/commercial estimator

bedgerton@flooringedge.com

HEATING AND COOLING
2302 Wadhams Road

Kimball, MI 48074
(810) 987-9549  FAX (810) 987-4721
Web Site: dependableheat-cool.com
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EXPOSITOR PATRONS
Gregory Abair
Michael Adams
Michael & Jennifer Aguinaga
Tim & Mary Jo Ainsworth
Larry & Doris Allison
Debbie & Terry Anderson
Bill Angerbrandt
Michael & Susan Bacheller
Joseph & Cathy Badley
Robert Bailey
PER Joseph Barbe
David & Karen Barber
MSP Michael & Justina Barlolotta
Michael & Jen Basey
Diane Bedore
Justin Belkiewicz
Marie Belkiewicz*
Judy Bettinger & Kim Gossman**
Ken & Char Biessel
Jeff & Barb Blashill
John & Margaret Boonenberg
Cary & Kim Bowman
William & Penny Bowman
Jeff & Debra Brabender*
Sharon Brenton
Jay & Marcy Brueggeman
Jim & Jackie Bryer
Linda Bullis*
Marianne Campbell
John Cardenas
Chad Carlisle
Pam Carlisle
Mark & Marcy Caza
Pete & Sandra Cervini
Hank & Kim Chmielewski
Beverly Ciani
James Coleman
Tom & Nancy Coleman*
Kim Collins
David & Anna Conley
Ron & Patty Cooley
Jim & MaryAnn Cowden
Jim & Roberta Crandall
Dave & Ann Crimmins
Dan & Mary Croteau
Bev Cummings
ER John & Tamara Cuthberston
Jeffrey & Stephanie Dalrymple
Ann DeBell
Bill & Brandi DeBell
Dave & Colleen DeLong
Sharron DePuey
Kathleen Dodge
Richard & Mel Doehring
Rose Marie Dorrell
Stephen & Paula Draper
Brian & Lisa Duman
Jim & Krystal Dunn
Joseph & Debbie Eagen
Shawn & Shylah Eagle
Keith & Mary Jo Eisen
Joe & Nancy Falk
Gregory O. Farley
Jeff & Karen Farr
Jim Feher II
Michael & Susan Fell
Claudia Ferguson
Lou & Deb Flanigan
Al & Flory Foster
Tim & Ruth Frikken*
Bill & Dolly Frizzle
William & Donna Galbraith
Bill & Bonnie Gilbert
Tater & Jasmine Gilbert
Don & Jeanette Goddard

Poppy Goddard
PER Gerry Goodwin
Thomas & Joanne Grace
Gary & Cheryl Granger
Matthew Graw
Tom & Kathy Green
Michael & Bonnie Grider
Keith Gurnsey*
Michael A. Halifax
Jim Hall
DDGER Scott R. & Karen A. Harris
Donna Hazelwood
Jeff & Kelly Hedberg
David & Vicki Heino
Marvin & Carol Herbert
Butch & Judy Hills
Patrick & Valorie Hudgens
PDDGER Greg & Sue Hudy
Dennis & Alicia Huisman
Jake & Sandy Jacobson
Ray & Soni Jawor
Thomas & Louann Jobbitt
Ray & Arlene Johnson
Randy & Bev Johnston
Keith & Kimberly Kargol
Linda Kempf
Mike T. & Sandy Kerr
Michael D. & Robin Kerr
Bob & Jamie Kersten
Mike & Lanae Kettlewell
Jeff & Lori Keyes-Mattes
Larry & Carol Klink
Loren & Jenni Klug
Sandy & Erin Korich
Pat Korth
Alan & Kim Krug*
Sue Lamb
Mike Larzelere
Dave & Sandy Lashbrook
Randy & Anne Lashbrook
John & Julie Lusk*
Paul & Christine MacKay
Darin & Laura Magneson
Ken & Beth Mareski*
Carlo Massobrio
Nico Massabrio
Andrew & Marguerite Mathers
Janet Maxwell
Laurie McGee-Kowalski
Char McLelland
Kay McGuigan
Buz & Becky McNash
David McNash
Larry & Jane McPhedrain
Tim & Lori Meikle
Joseph Mericka
PER Marcus Middleton
Sherry Middleton
Joe Miller & Stacey Weston•
Matthew Mills
Frank Mitchell
Pamela Moran
Ron & Patty Morden
Michael & Lisa Motte
Carolyn Munro
George & Shelley Murdick
Cullen Nesbitt
Garrett Nesbitt
PER Gary & Laura Nesbitt
Richard & Carole Nichols
Randy & Margo Nunez
Kathleen O’Connor
Gary & Penny Osburn
Patrick & Sally Patterson
William Penrod•

PER Scott & Cindy Perkins•
PER Steve & Tammy Peters
Deborah Porter
William Potthoff•
Barbara Praet
Billy Pruett Jr.
Sean & Kory Quain
Kevin & Kimberlee Renno
John & Denise Reno
David & Susan Repp
James & Celeste Repp
Don & Dottie Robertson
Bob Roth
Andy & Karen Roy
Ray & Sue Ruszczynski
Margaret Schott
Deborah Seely
Mary Seely
Shannon Sepsey
Ian & Kelly Shaw
Scott Sheldon•
Timothy & Linda Sheridan
Malcolm & RaeAnn Smith
Michael & Deborah Smith
Robert L. Smith
William & Tricia Smith
Sharon Snyder
Michael & Brenda Stokan
Chad Stocker
Kevin Sturtz Sr.
Mark Sturtz
Terry & Kathy Sumpter
Sylvia Szabla
Pete & Mary Lynn Tahaney
Ted & Marilyn Taylor
Katherine Thompson•
Thurs. Men’s Pool League
Jesse Torres Jr.
PER Paul Torres
John & Julie Tovarez
Wanda VanConant
David & Laurie Vandenbossche
Mark & Lynn Ann Vandenbossche
Mark & Caryn VanderHeuvel
Donn & Desiree VanHuylenbrouk
Ron & Patti VanTreese
Joan Vernocke
Dianne Weaver
Ryan & Stacy Weiser
Paul & Lauri Wessel
Bob & Helen Weston
Brian & Barb Winters
Tom & Kathie Wittliff•
David Worton
Jan Wyllie
Chester Zaremba•
Roger Zeller•
Seth Zeller
Chuck & Judy Zimmer
Bob & Sharon Zmolik

If asterisk behind
your name,
$20 is due!

Become a PATRON
for only $20 per year...

Use coupon below!

        Expositor Sponsors, submit by mail or drop off at Lodge with $20.00

Name(s)____________________________________________________

    q New         q Renewal

Mail to:  PH Elks Lodge
             3292 Beach Rd.
             Port Huron, MI 48060

Key Benefits: 
• Cost: $0.52 per renewal notice 
(printing, postage, envelopes in-
cluded) 
• Lodges save 42%–68% compared to 
traditional mailings 
• Significant reduction in Secretary 
time and labor 
• Members can pay by check, in 
person, or online (card fees paid by 
Member) 
Important Notes: 
• No automatic bank withdrawals 
• Lodges must opt in by stated dead-
lines 
• Fees, pre-paid dues, and optional 
dues must be updated in CLMS be-
fore each billing cycle 
• Postage fees are paid by the Lodge 
prior to mailing 
• No refunds or postage credits are 
issued 
• 2026 Billing Deadlines (Opt-In 
Required) 
• January mailing – Opt in by Janu-
ary 5 
• May mailing – Opt in by April 24 
• August mailing – Opt in by July 17 
• October mailing – Opt in by Sep-
tember 10 
• Renewal notices are mailed shortly 
after each deadline 
• Payments & Records 
• Check payments return directly to 
the Lodge 
• Online payments are deposited 
into the Lodge bank account 
• Secretaries receive daily payment 
reports and continue posting pay-
ments in CLMS 
• Invoices include space for member 
comments and up to 27 donation 
options 
   If already enrolled, no need to opt 
in again. Participation can be can-
celed anytime through CLMS2Web.

Elks Optional Billing 
Renewal Program – 
Quick Overview
   The Grand Lodge Optional Billing 
Renewal Program modernizes the 
membership renewal process, saves 
Lodges time and money, and offers 
Members convenient payment op-
tions, including online credit/debit 
cards. Participation is optional. 

   The 2026 Elks Club Golf Mem-
bership statements will be mailed 
in late January to early February. 
Please mail your payment to the 
Pro Shop, Attn: Brandon Archibald, 
3292 Beach Rd., Port Huron, MI 
48060, or hand deliver. Brandon will 
return the first week of March.
   Think “opening day” and maybe 
winter will soon be gone!

Golf Memberships
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  Golf has always been an important 
part of Port Huron Elks Lodge 343, 
bringing members together through 
competition, camaraderie, and 
shared time on the course. As we look 
ahead to the 2026 season, the Lodge 
leadership has worked together to 
strengthen the golf program while 
keeping it accessible, fair, and posi-

Fun Tom & Jerry Party plus Club 
343 provides needed items for PERs

Scott R. Harris, DDGER, Moose & Kathy Modert, Southeast 
District DVP, SP Mike & Justina Bartolotta, and PSP Penny & 
PSP Ed Geishert.

343 PER’s Tom 
& Jerry mixologists
 for the evening 
Scott R. Harris 
& Robert J. Fritch.

tioned for long-term success. The result is an updated Golf 
Membership structure that adds value, improves access, 
and creates more reasons than ever to become a Golf Mem-
ber.
   One of the key focuses for 2026 is growing participation 
among younger members. To support that goal, the Lodge 
is introducing a new Intermediate Golf Membership pro-
gram for ages 21 through 35. This tiered structure allows 
younger Elks to enjoy full golf privileges at reduced rates, 
making it easier to join earlier and stay involved as their 
lives and careers develop. For the 2026 season, Intermedi-
ate Golf Membership pricing will be $750 for ages 21–25, 
$930 for ages 26–30, and $1,110 for ages 31–35. This ap-
proach is designed to build long-term membership and cre-
ate a smooth transition into full Golf Membership at age 
36.
   Golf Membership pricing has also been updated for the 
2026 season to better align with operating costs while con-
tinuing to offer strong value. For members ages 36–59, 
Single Unlimited membership will be $1,675 and Single 
Weekday membership will be $1,400. Couple memberships 
have been adjusted to better reflect the value of shared 
access, with Couple Unlimited set at $2,225 and Couple 
Weekday at $1,875. Senior members continue to be valued 
and protected within the structure, with only modest ad-
justments made for 2026. Senior Single Unlimited mem-
bership will be $1,400, Senior Single Weekday $1,150, 
Senior Couple Unlimited $1,700, and Senior Couple Week-
day $1,450.
   In addition to pricing updates, Golf Membership now 
comes with expanded benefits designed to enhance the 
overall experience. Beginning in 2026, Golf Members 
will receive priority registration for golf events and tour-
naments, as well as dedicated tee time blocks on Satur-
days and Sundays from May 1 through September 1. Golf 
Members will also receive 10% off daily purchases in the 
Golf Shop, with some exclusions, adding everyday value 
throughout the season. Lodge Leadership will continue to 
work throughout the year to apply new Golf Member ben-
efits such as Member Appreciation Days, Social Quarters 
Specials, and much more! 
   These updates reflect a commitment to strengthening the 
golf program, rewarding those who support it, and ensuring 
a vibrant future for Elks Golf. Whether you play regularly, 
enjoy tournaments and leagues, or simply value being part 
of the golf community, becoming a Golf Member is the best 
way to experience all that the Port Huron Elks Lodge has to 
offer in 2026. Members interested in learning more about Golf 
Memberships are encouraged to stop by the Golf Shop after 
March 1 or contact the business office.
   We look forward to another great season on the course.

From Brandon Archibald, 
Golf Professional

Go to Facebook.com for all the latest updates . . .
PHElksLodge343

PortHuronElksBanquets
phelksloddge343GolfClub

  Port Huron 
Lodge 343 held 
another success-
ful CLUB 343 
drawing night to 
go along with the 
annual Past Ex-
alted Rulers Tom 
& Jerry party Sat-
urday, December 
13th.
   Thank you to 
our very generous 
Lodge 343 membership who always step up donating can 
goods, dry goods, hams and turkeys while making this such 
a fun event. The event helps the PER’s provide to those in 
need with our annual “Baskets for the Needy” program 

while our members and guest help by 
purchasing a few Tom & Jerry’s along 
with some generous “tips”!
   A special thank you to Host Gary & 
Penny Osburn and Al & Kim Krug, 
along with Kim Collins, Fred & Lor-
raine Reiter, Arrigo & Renee Zeller, 
Lois Stark, and Mike & Heather Ad-
amkiewicz who provided some ex-
tra financial support and produce. 
Through everyone’s generosity, the 
PER’s will be able to provide over 60 
baskets this holiday season.
   The final tally for the event was 
$1,350.00 in cash, a freezer full of 

hams & turkeys, along with (60) 5lb bags of potatoes, a 
table and area full of can and boxed goods.
   We had a few Michigan Elk dignitaries attend the event 
as Lodge 343 members State President Mike & Justina 
Bartolotta, and Scott R. Harris DDGER Metro District 
4200, were joined by PSP Ed & PSP Penny Geishert, 
along with Moose & Kathy Modert, Southeast District 
DVP all from Coldwater Lodge 1023.
   We just can’t say it enough, THANK YOU EVERYONE! 
ELKS CARE ~ ELKS SHARE!



2025-26 LODGE OFFICERS
Exalted   Ruler........................John  Cuthberston
Esteemed Leading Knight..Gary Nesbitt   Il, PER
Esteemed Loyal Knight...........Timothy J. Meikle
Esteemed Lecturing Knight...Andrew J. Kroetsch
Esquire...........................................vacant
Chaplain................................Tracey L. Cameron
Tiler.....................................Robert J. Fritch, PER 
Inner Guard.................................Michael Halifax
Secretary.................Gregory C. Hudy, PDDGER
Treasurer.........................................Joe D. Miller
Presiding Justice.......................Frank Mitchell Jr.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Gary A. Osburn - ENVSC Deputy Rep.

 TRUSTEES
Fred Massad • Gary A. Osburn

Jerry J. Thibodeau Sr • PER Gerald W. Goodwin
PER Greg Shannon
GOLF COMMITTEE

Shawn Eagle (Chairman) • Mike Falter
Karl Livingston • Hans Medina
Randy Johnston • Butch Hills

P.E.R. ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President......................Gary L. Nesbitt, PER
Vice President.......Gerald W. Goodwin, PER
Secretary/Treasurer...Steven M. Peters, PER
GRAND LODGE & MEA STATE OFFICERS

Michael Bartolotta - MEA State President
Scott R. Harris - DDGER, ENVSC, Rep. &

State Resolutions Chairman
Gary A. Osburn - ENVSC Deputy Rep.

Penny J. Osburn - ENVSC Deputy Rep.
Monica G. Franks - ENVSC Deputy Rep.

Jean Chapdelaine - MEA State Newsletter Editor
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Bar 12 pm-8pm
Kitchen Closed

Bar 12 pm-8pm
Kitchen Closed

64 5

Valentine’s Day

19

Port Huron Elks Lodge 343
3292 Beach Road
Port Huron, MI 48060

Elk of the Year
Richard Niemietz

Officer of the Year
Lisa Haremza

Outstanding Elks 
Members

Donald W. Allen II
Joe Miller

Jim Goodrich Lifetime
Achievement Award

Shawn N. Eagle
Michael M. Duncan

Veteran Volunteer
of the Year
Monica Franks

Gary A. & Penny J. Osburn

Citizen of the Year
Carmella Robbins

Sweetheart of Elkdom
Jo Eisen

Couple of the Year
Alan & Kimberly Krug

Elks Youth Recognition
Josh Burke

SUN           MON           TUE            WED           THU            FRI             SAT

FEBRUARY 2026

Especially for:

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

LODGE MEETING
Initiation - 6:30pm

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
MEETING 6:30pm

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

BLANKET MAKING

Bar 3pm-10pm
Kitchen Closed
DIAMOND ART 

3-5 & 6-8

Bar 3pm-12am
Kitchen 4pm-9pm

MEN’S POOL LEAGUE
Bar 3pm-11pm

Kitchen 4pm-8pm

Bar 3pm-11pm
Kitchen 4pm-8pm

Bar 3pm-11pm
Kitchen 4pm-8pm

Bar 12pm-11pm
Kitchen 12pm-8pm

Presidents’ Day

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

BLANKET MAKING

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

BLANKET MAKING

Bar 3pm-10pm
Kitchen Closed
DIAMOND ART 

3-5 & 6-8

Bar 3pm-12am
Kitchen 4pm-9pm

MEN’S POOL LEAGUE

Bar 3pm-12am
Kitchen 4pm-9pm

MEN’S POOL LEAGUE

Bar 12pm-11pm
Kitchen 12pm-8pm

Bar 12pm-11pm
Kitchen 12pm-8pm

Bar 3pm-10pm
Kitchen Closed
DIAMOND ART 

3-5 & 6-8

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

LODGE MEETING
Business - 6:30pm

Bar 3pm-12am
Kitchen 4pm-9pm

MEN’S POOL LEAGUE

Bar 3pm-11pm
Kitchen 4pm-8pm

Bar 12pm-11pm
Kitchen 12pm-8pm

CLUB 343
5 pm

Bar 12 pm-8pm
Kitchen Closed

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

Bar Closed
Kitchen Closed

BLANKET MAKING

Bar 3pm-10pm
Kitchen Closed
DIAMOND ART 

3-5 & 6-8

Ash Wednesday

Groundhog Day

DADDY DAUGHTER 
DANCE 
6-8 pm

KING OF THE HILL 
POOL TOURNEY

starts at noon
HORSE RACES

2 pm
SuperBowl 6:30pm

NAME THAT TUNE
6-8pm

Coming March 6th - MIKE BALL COMEDY SHOW
Tickets are now on sale online @ Mikeballdotcom.com


